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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia /Standards New Zealand
Committee FP/3 on Fire Extinguishers, and covers wheeled fire extinguishers using metal
cylinders.

This Standard is the result of a consensus among the representatives on the Joint Committee
to produce it as an Australian Standard.

The object of this Standard is to provide specific requirements for wheeled fire extinguishers
in which the extinguishant can be expelled either by gas stored under pressure in the cylinder
of the extinguisher or by the release of gas from a compressed gas container. The Standard
refers to materials, methods of manufacture and performance of the extinguisher and any
associated compressed gas container.

In New Zealand, pressure testing of all fire extinguisher over 500 mL in water capacity must
be carried out at an approved test station in accordance with theNZ Dangerous Goods
(Class 2-gases) Regulationsand theDepartment of Labour—Guide to gas cylinders. The
testing revolves around a five-yearly test cycle once the extinguisher is five years of age and
has been discharged. This rule also applies to compressed gas containers.

The classification and rating of fire extinguishers in New Zealand for Class A and Class B
risks is determined from the results of performance tests set out in NZS 4507:1978,
Specification for fire testing and rating of portable fire extinguishers.

The term ‘normative’ has been used in this Standard to define the application of the appendix
to which it applies. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part of a Standard.

 Copyright STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
reproduced, stored in a retr ieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writ ing from
Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on
commercial software royalties should be directed to the head off ice of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use exclusively
in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia wil l also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edition of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identif ied.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.



3 AS 4265— 1995

CONTENTS

Page

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL
1.1 SCOPE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
1.2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
1.3 DEFINITIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
1.4 INTERPRETATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ROUNDING METHOD . 6
1.5 CLASSIFICATION AND RATING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

SECTION 2 DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
2.1 SIZE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
2.2 METHOD OF OPERATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
2.3 CHARGE AND RECHARGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
2.4 CYLINDERS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
2.5 ANTI-CORROSION TREATMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
2.6 OPERATING HEAD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
2.7 ACTUATING MECHANISM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
2.8 SEALING DEVICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
2.9 CARRIAGE ASSEMBLY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
2.10 PRESSURE-INDICATING DEVICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
2.11 DISCHARGE FITTINGS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

SECTION 3 PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS
3.1 DISCHARGING AND FIRE RATING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
3.2 RATING STATEMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
3.3 VERTICAL TILTING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
3.4 MANOEUVRING FORCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
3.5 EXTINGUISHER STABILITY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

SECTION 4 TESTING
4.1 DISCHARGE TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
4.2 STANDARD PRESSURE TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
4.3 CLEAR PASSAGE TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
4.4 GAS LEAKAGE TESTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

SECTION 5 INSTRUCTIONS, MARKING AND PACKAGING
5.1 GENERAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
5.2 IDENTIFICATION COLOUR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
5.3 PERMANENT MARKING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
5.4 MARKING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
5.5 SERVICE INFORMATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
5.6 EXPORT EXTINGUISHERS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
5.7 PACKING FOR SHIPMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

SECTION 6 COMPRESSED GAS CONTAINERS
6.1 GENERAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
6.2 HIGH-PRESSURE COMPRESSED GAS CONTAINERS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
6.3 LEAKAGE TESTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
6.4 PROTECTIVE FINISH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

APPENDIX A EXTINGUISHER STABILITY TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22



AS 4265—1995 4

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard

Wheeled fire extinguishers

S E C T I O N 1 S C O P E A N D G E N E R A L

1.1 SCOPE This Standard specifies the requirements for wheeled fire extinguishers in
which the extinguishant can be expelled by either gas stored under pressure in the cylinder
of the extinguisher or by pressure of gas released from a compressed gas container. This
Standard refers to materials, methods of manufacture and performance of the extinguisher and
any associated compressed gas container; and also to instructions and markings.

Where gases are used as a propellent or to facilitate leak detection that may have ozone
depleting properties, consideration should be given to the compliance with the provisions of
the Commonwealth Ozone Protection Act 1989 and its regulations.

This Standard applies to the following types of wheeled fire extinguishers:

(a) Water (gas container).

(b) Water (stored pressure).

(c) Wet chemical (stored pressure).

(d) Foam (gas container).

(e) Foam (stored pressure).

(f) Powder (gas container).

(g) Powder (stored pressure).

(h) Carbon dioxide type.

(i) Vapourizing liquid type (stored pressure)

NOTE: A wheeled fire extinguisher is generally referred to in this Standard as ‘an extinguisher’
or ‘the extinguisher’.

1.2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this
Standard:

AS
1777 Aluminium cylinders for compressed gases—Seamless 0.1 kg to 130 kg

1841 Portable fire extinguishers
1841.1 Part 1: General requirements

1850 Portable fire extinguishers—Classification, rating and performance testing

2030 The approval, filling, inspection, testing and maintenance of cylinders for the
storage and transport of compressed gases (known as the SAA Gas Cylinders Code)

2030.1 Part 1: Cylinders for compressed gases other than acetylene

2337 Gas cylinder test stations

2470 Steel cylinders for compressed gases—Welded—11 kg to 150 kg
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