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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Plastic Containers
under the supervision of the Multitechnics Standards Policy Board to supersede
AS 1936—1976, Plastics containers for transport of materialsand AS 2767.1—1985,
Plastics containers (up to 5 litres capacity), Part 1: Unplasticized PVC containers—
Tolerances on capacity, dimensions and mass.

Following the deregulation of sizes of containers in Australia, those Clauses of AS 2767.1
that specified sizes and tolerances became redundant and, in preparing this edition of this
Standard, the committee decided to merge the contents of AS 2767.1 and AS 1936 to
delete the container classifications, and to extend the range of incorporated test methods.
For these reasons, and because the majority of the test methods are in outline form only,
this Standard is extremely flexible in its application, and provides the basis for arriving at
reliable specifications for any rigid plastic container having a capacity of up to and
including 250 L or 400 kg.

This Standard is applicable to rigid plastic containers for non-dangerous goods and, with
limitations, for dangerous goods. Some of the test methods in this Standard are similar or
identical in principle to those specified in the ADG Code for rigid plastic containers for
the transport of dangerous goods while others are supplementary. While it is required by
regulations in all States and territories of Australia that containers used for the
transportation of dangerous goods be tested strictly in accordance with the methods set
out in the ADG Code, comply with the criteria of acceptance therein and meet certain
other specific requirements, the supplementary tests provided in this Standard can be
useful for the specification of such containers.

Even for non-dangerous goods it is important that minimum packaging specifications are
established to ensure their safe transport and distribution. Where such goods can be
expected to encounter extremes of temperature or pressure or where the value of the
contained goods is high, it may be advisable to specify the use of rigid plastic containers
that meet, or approximate to, dangerous goods requirements.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral
part of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and
guidance.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard

Rigid plastic containers

1 SCOPE This Standard outlines test methods and certain performance requirements
for rigid plastic containers manufactured by any method and having nominal capacities of
up to and including 250 L or 400 kg.

It is applicable to containers for non-dangerous goods and, with limitations (see Preface),
for dangerous goods.

NOTES:

1 The use of this Standard may involve exposure to hazardous materials, operations and
equipment.

This Standard does not purport to address all the safety problems associated with its use.
It is the responsibility of whoever uses it to consult and establish appropriate safety and
health practices, and to determine the applicability of regulatory limitations prior to use.

2 Appendix A provides purchasing guidelines which may be specified by the purchaser at
the time of enquiry or order.

2 REFERENCED AND RELATED DOCUMENTS The following documents are
referred to in this Standard.

STANDARDS

AS
1349 Bourdon tube pressure and vacuum gauges

1463 Polyethylene pipe extrusion compounds

2070 Plastics materials for food contact use
2070.1 Part 1: Polyethylene
2070.2 Part 2: Poly(vinyl chloride) (PVC) compound
2070.3 Part 3: Styrene plastics materials
2070.4 Part 4: Acrylonitrile plastics materials
2070.5 Part 5: Polypropylene
2070.6 Part 6: Colourants
2070.7 Part 7: Poly(vinylidene chloride) (PVDC)

2216 Glass and rigid plastics containers for poisonous substances

2400 Packaging
2400.1 Part 1: Glossary of packaging terms

2582 Complete, filled transport packages—Methods of test
2582.2 Method 2: Conditioning for testing
2582.3 Method 3: Stacking, compression test
2582.4 Method 4: Vertical impact test by dropping

2609 Materials used for the packaging of food and beverages—Methods for the
assessment of odour and taint

2906 Fuel containers—Portable—Plastics and metal
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