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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Information Technology—
Interconnection. It is identical with and has been reproduced from ISO/IEC/TR 9573:1988,
Information processing—SGML support facilities—Techniquesfor using SGML.

Under arrangements made between Standards Australia and the international Standards bodies,
ISO and IEC, as well as certain other Standards organizations, users of this Australian Standard
are advised of the following:

(&) Copyrightis vested in Standards Australia.

(b) The number of this Standard is not reproduced on each page;its identityis shown only on the
cover and title pages.

For the purpose of this Australian Standard, the ISO/IEC text should be modified as follows:

(i) Terminology The words ‘Australian Standard’ should replace the words ‘International
Standard’ wherever they appear.

(i) References The references to InternationalStandards should be replaced by references to
Australian Standards as follows:

Reference to International Australian Standard

Standard or other Publication

ISO AS

646 Information processing—ISO 7-bit 1776 Information processing—7-bit coded
coded character set for information character set for information inter-
interchange change

2022 Information processing—ISO 7-bit and 1953 Information processing—ISO 7-bit and
8-bit coded character sets—Code 8-bit coded character sets—Code
extension techniques extension techniques

4873 Information processing—ISO 8-bit 3716 Character-sets and information
code for information interchange— coding—ISO 8-bit code for information
Structure and rules for implementation interchange—Structure and rules for

implementation

6937 Information processing—Coded char- 2793 Information processing—Coded
acter sets for text communication character sets for text communication

8632 Information processing systems— 3603 Computer graphics—Metafiles for the
Computer graphics—Metafile for the storage and transfer fo picture
storage and transfer of picture des- description information
cription information

8632-2 Part 2: Character encoding 3603.2 Part 2: Character encoding

8632-4 Part 4: Clear text encoding 3603.4 Part 4: Clear text encoding

8859 Information processing—8-bit single- —

byte coded graphic character sets
8859-6 Part 6: Latin/Arabic alphabet —

8879 Information processing—Text and 3514 Information processing—Text and
office systems—Standard Generalized office systems—Standard generalized
markup Language (SGML) markup language (SGML)

9069 Information processing—SGML sup- —
port facilities—SGML Document Inter-
change Format (SDIF)

9070 Information processing—SGML sup- —
port facilities—Registration proce-
dures of public text owner identifiers

JIS

X 0201 (formerly C 6220) Code for Information —
Interchange

X 0208 (formerly C 6226) Code of the Japan- —
ese Graphic Character Set for Infor-
mation Interchange
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AUSTRALIAN STANDARD 7

Information processing—SGML support
facilities—Techniques for using SGML

0 Introduction

ISO 8879, Information processing — Text and office systems — Standard Generalized Markup
Language (SGML), states the rules for the description and markup of documents for their
publication and interchange. A basic document {ype, primarily for computer-assisted publishing,
is provided as an example in clause E.1 of 1SO 8879, but is not explained there. It is explained in
this Technical Report to assist comprehension. Also given is a variety of exampies on the use of
SGML. Thus this Technical Report is compiementary to ISO 8879, its principal purpose being io
assist in the adoption of the language. '

1 Scope and Field of Application

This Technical Report complements iSO 8879 by providing additional turorial information. it is not
intended, and should not be regarded, as an extention, modification, or interpretation of ISO 8879.
The SGML language contains a number of components, some of which are optional features. The
tutorial information covers the main componenis of the language only, notably a discussion of
LINK, CONCUR, and DATATAG is outside the scope of this Technical Report.

The infended audience is mainly document type designers already familiar with the basic
concepts of SGML, but requiring more tutorial information on techniques for using SGML for
various applications. Subclauses 5.3 and 8.4 are written in the style of a “User Guide” and can
be used as a basis for end-user documentation. For an introductory tutorial on SGML the
annexes of 130 8879 can be used.

This Technical Report inciudes notes on the analysis of a document prior to the writing of a
formal document type definition, and a series of examples.

The principal example is for a gereral document type, formally defined as an example in clause
E.1 of ISO 8879. Others of a general pature are for letter and memorandum, spreadsheet,
mathematics, and the mixing of text and graphics. Those for language applications include
Scandinavian runes, Japanese, a European muftilingual document, and mixing text in languages
written from lefl to right and from right to left.

NOTE — Throughout this Technical Report terms like "is keyed In”, and “with keyboarding” are used. This does not
neccessarily imply that the markup is to be added explicitly by a user; for text entry one would expect structured, context
sensitive, editors to be used, or the markup added by application programs, e.g. in the case of interchange of spread-
sheets.

! Scope and Field of Application
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