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PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee on Electrical Accessories.

It is one of a series of Approval and Test Specifications issued by the organization. These Specifications
are accompanied by a general Specification AS 3100, containing definitions and general requirements
for electrical materials and equipment. The purpose of these Specifications is to outline conditions
which must be met to secure approval for the sale and use of electrical equipment in Australia. Only
safety matters and related conditions are covered.

This Specification applies to plugs and socket-outlets having current ratings not exceeding 40 A,
intended for indoor use, and at voltages not exceeding 500 V a.c., for the purpose of enabling
connection and disconnection at will of the wiring system of an installation. Standardized configurations
are given in Appendix A. _ .

This Specification also applies to plugs and socket-outlets used for removable partitions and. for the
connection of stationary equipment.

While this Standard only depicts standardized configurations, it may be applied to configurations
and contact types other than those depicted herein, providing all appropriate requirements of this
Standard are complied with.

This Specification has been prepared based on the principles of AS 3112, Approval and test
specification—Plugs and socket-outlets. -
The organization desires to call attention to the fact that this Specification does not purport to include
all the necessary provisions of a contract.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard

Approval and test specification—Plugs and socket-outlets for use in
installation wiring systems

SECTION 1 SCOPE AND GENERAL

1.1 SCOPE. This Specification applies to plugs and socket-outlets having current ratings not
exceeding 40 A, intended for indoor use, and at voltages not exceeding 500 V a.c., for the purpose
of enabling connection and disconnection at will of the wiring system of an installation. Standardized
configurations are given in Appendix A. This Specification also applies to plugs and socket-outlets
used for removable partitions and for the connection of stationary equipment.

This Specification does not apply to the following:

(a) Appliance couplers for household and similar g_eneral purposes within the scope of AS 3109.
(b) Plugs and socket-outlets within the scope of AS 3112.

(c) Cord extension sockets within the scope of AS 3120.

(d) Socket-outlet adaptors within the scope of AS 3122.

(e) Plugs, socket-outlets and couplers for general industrial application within the scope of AS 3123.
NOTE: This Specification may be applied to configurations and contact types other than those depicted herein providing

all appropriate (to that type) requirements of this Specification are complied with.
1.2 APPLICATION.

1.2.1 General requirements of AS 3100. This Specification shall be read in conjunction with AS 3100
and the appropriate provisions of AS 3100 shall apply to the construction of a plug or socket-outlet
and the insulation and ;afeguarding of parts which normally carry current.

1.2.2 Specific requirements of this Specification. A plug or socket-outlet shall be deemed to comply
with this Specification only if it complies with all the appropriate requirements of this Specification
and passes the relevant tests specified herein.

1.3 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS. The documents below are referred to in this Standard.
STANDARDS

AS .
1939 Classification of degrees of protection provided by enclosures of electrical equipment

2420 Fire test methods for solid insulating materials and non-metallic enclosures used in electrical
equipment

3000 SAA Wiring Rules
APPROVAL AND TEST SPECIFICATIONS

AS )
3100 Definitions and general requirements for electrical materials and equipment

3109 Appliance couplers for household and similar general purposes
3112 Plugs and socket-outlets

3120 Cord extension sockets

3122 Socket-outlet adaptors

3123 Plugs, socket-outlets and couplers for general industrial application
3127 Cord-line switches

3133 Air break switches

3300 General requirements for household and similar electrical appliances

1.4 DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this Specification, the definitions below apply.

1.4.1 Plug—an accessory having pins designed to engage with the contacts of a socket-outlet also
incorporating means for the electrical connection and mechanical retention of cables, flexible cables
or flexible cords.

1.4.2 Socket-outlet—an accessory having socket-contacts designed to engage with the pins of a plug
and having terminals for the connection of cables, flexible cables or flexible cords.
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