
AS 4260—1997

Australian Standard

High efficiency particulate air
(HEPA) filters —Classification,
construction and performance

Reconfirmed 2018 



This Australian Standard was prepared by Committee ME/80, Air Filters. It was
approved on behalf of the Council of Standards Australia on 28 February 1997 and
published on 5 April 1997.

The following interests are represented on Committee ME/80:

Air-conditioning and Refrigeration Equipment Manufacturers Association of
Australia

Australian Chamber of Manufactures

Australian Contamination Control Society

Australian Institute of Hotel Engineering

Australian Institute of Refrigeration Air Conditioning and Heating

CSIRO —Division of Animal Health

CSIRO —Division of Atmospheric Research

Institute of Plant Engineers of Australasia

Metal Trades Industry Association of Australia

Property Council of Australia

WorkCover N.S.W.

WORKS Australia Department of Administrative Services

Review of Australian Standards.To keep abreast of progress in industry, Australian Standards are subject
to periodic review and are kept up to date by the issue of amendments or new edit ions as necessary. It is
important therefore that Standards users ensure that they are in possession of the latest edition, and any
amendments thereto.
Full details of all Australian Standards and related publications will be found in the Standards Australia
Catalogue of Publications; this information is supplemented each month by the magazine ‘The Australian
Standard’, which subscribing members receive, and which gives details of new publications, new editi ons
and amendments, and of withdrawn Standards.
Suggestions for improvements to Australian Standards, addressed to the head office of Standards Australia,
are welcomed. Notification of any inaccuracy or ambiguity found in an Australian Standard should be made
without delay in order that the matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

This Standard was issued in draft form for comment as DR 96246.



AS 4260–1997(Reconfirmed)2018-09-14 

STANDARDS AUSTRALIA 

RECONFIRMATION 

OF 
AS 4260–1997 

High efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters–Classification, 
construction and performance 

RECONFIRMATION NOTICE 

Major stakeholders of this publication have reviewed the content of this publication and 
in accordance with Standards Australia procedures for reconfirmation, it has been 
determined that the publication is still valid and does not require change. 

Certain documents referenced in the publication may have been amended since the 
original date of publication. Users are advised to ensure that they are using the latest 
versions of such documents as appropriate, unless advised otherwise in this 
Reconfirmation Notice. 

Approved for reconfirmation in accordance with Standards Australia procedures for 
reconfirmation on 29 August 2018. 



NOTES 



AS 4260—1997

Australian Standard

High efficiency particulate air
(HEPA) filters—Classification,
construction and performance

Originated as part of AS 1132.9— 1973.
Previous edition AS 4260.1(Int)— 1994 and AS 4260.2(Int)— 1994.
Revised, amalgamated and redesignated as AS 4260— 1997.

PUBLISHED BY STANDARDS AUSTRALIA
(STANDARDS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA)
1 THE CRESCENT, HOMEBUSH, NSW 2140

ISBN 0 7337 1060 3



AS 4260— 1997 2

PREFACE

This Standard was prepared by the Standards Australia Committee ME/80 on Air Filters. This
Standard supersedes AS 4260.1(Int)—1994,High efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters,
Part 1: Performance and constructionand AS 4260.2(Int)—1994,High efficiency particulate
air (HEPA) filters, Part 2:Methods of test.

The objective of this Standard is to provide designers, manufacturers and installers of air
filtration equipment with requirements for the classification, construction and performance
testing of HEPA filters.

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part
of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance.

 Copyright STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Users of Standards are reminded that copyright subsists in all Standards Australia publications and software. Except where the
Copyright Act allows and except where provided for below no publications or software produced by Standards Australia may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system in any form or transmitted by any means without prior permission in writ ing from
Standards Australia. Permission may be conditional on an appropriate royalty payment. Requests for permission and information on
commercial software royalties should be directed to the head off ice of Standards Australia.

Standards Australia wil l permit up to 10 percent of the technical content pages of a Standard to be copied for use exclusively
in-house by purchasers of the Standard without payment of a royalty or advice to Standards Australia.

Standards Australia will also permit the inclusion of its copyright material in computer software programs for no royalty
payment provided such programs are used exclusively in-house by the creators of the programs.

Care should be taken to ensure that material used is from the current edit ion of the Standard and that it is updated whenever the
Standard is amended or revised. The number and date of the Standard should therefore be clearly identif ied.

The use of material in print form or in computer software programs to be used commercially, with or without payment, or in
commercial contracts is subject to the payment of a royalty. This policy may be varied by Standards Australia at any time.
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA

Australian Standard

High efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters—
Classification, construction and performance

S E C T I O N 1 S C O P E A N D G E N E R A L

1.1 SCOPE This Standard specifies requirements for the classification, construction and
performance testing of fully disposable high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters. It
includes those filters known as ultra low penetration air (ULPA) filters but excludes medium
efficiency particulate air filters (MEPA).

NOTES:

1 Requirements for air filters for use in general ventilation and airconditioning are given in
AS 1324.1 and AS 1324.2. Although MEPA filters are not within the scope of this Standard it
is recognized that there are similarities of construction, and relevant parts of this Standard may
be applied to MEPA filters by buyer/seller agreement.

2 The filters covered by this Standard achieve very low sub-micrometre particulate levels for the
protection of people, products, and processes from potential contamination. Common
applications are cleanrooms for control and protection of pharmaceutical and electronic
processes, operating theatres, clean workstations, nuclear containment facilities, and biological
containment facilities including safety cabinets.

3 Purchasing guidelines are provided in Appendix A. Handling and shipment guidelines are
provided in Appendix B.

1.2 REFERENCED DOCUMENTS The following documents are referred to in this
Standard:

AS
1324 Air filters for use in general ventilation and airconditioning
1324.1 Part 1: Application, performance and construction
1324.2 Part 2: Methods of test

1449 Wrought alloy steels—Stainless and heat-resisting steel plate, sheet and strip

1530 Methods for fire tests on building materials, components and structures
1530.1 Part 1: Combustibility test for materials
1530.3 Part 3: Simultaneous determination of ignitability, flame propagation, heat

release and smoke release

1734 Aluminium and aluminium alloys—Flat sheet, coiled sheet and plate

1807 Cleanrooms, workstations and safety cabinets—Methods of test
1807.6 Part 6: Determination of integrity of terminally mounted HEPA filter

installations
1807.7 Part 7: Determination of integrity of HEPA filter installations not terminally

mounted

2272 Marine plywood

2852 Packaging—Pictorial marking for the handling of packages

AS/NZS
1859 Reconstituted wood-based panels
1859.1 Particleboard
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